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1. PREAMBLE 
 

The first and foremost concern of Sir Walter Gun Club, Inc. (SWGC or “the Club”) is safety. It is imperative that no 
person be harmed as a result of the use of firearms upon the properties owned by Sir Walter Land Development, Inc. 
(SWLD) and operated by SWGC as a firearms range facility. These rules are established to protect all persons from 
harm whether they are members, guests, or spectators. Every member is responsible for ensuring these rules are 
obeyed not only by themselves, but by any and all persons on the SWGC properties. It is also every member's 
responsibility to bring all violations to the attention of the violator and if necessary to the SWGC Board of Directors 
(Board). 
 

All federal, state, and local firearms laws and ordinances must be adhered to at all times. 
 
2. MEMBERSHIP TRAINING 
 

2.1  All prospective members must successfully complete the SWGC Member Safety Course to gain full    
membership into SWGC. 

 
2.2  The Club recognizes two levels of safety training of its members. The safety training level of each member 

will be designated on their membership badge. Members are reminded that they are required to display their 
membership badge at all times while on club property 

 
       2.2.1     Level 1 safety training is for members who have completed the SWGC Member Safety Course. Members   
                     having achieved this level of training will be allowed to bring a maximum of three guests on club   
                     property. 
 
       2.2.2     Level 2 safety training is for members who have completed and passed the SWGC Member Safety    
                    Course, and the NRA Range Safety Officer Course. Members having attained this level of safety   
                     training will be allowed to bring a maximum of five guests to the range.  
 
2.3  Members who have successfully completed Level 2 safety training will have a SWGC RSO pin or sticker 

affixed to their badges. 
 
3. EVENTS 
 

3.1  An event is defined as any activity that requires the reservation of any range facilities, or any activity that has 
the participation of more than six non-members, regardless of the number of members present. Events fall 
into two categories: Club Sanctioned Events, and Special Events.  

 
3.2  Club Sanctioned Events are events that are hosted by SWGC for the benefit of the general public. Examples 

of Club Sanctioned Events include regularly scheduled monthly matches, youth sportfests, and training 
programs. 

 
3.3  All other events are Special Events. Any member in good standing may request to hold a Special Event; 

however, Special Events cannot be for commercial purposes. The member must provide a description of the 
type of event, the SWGC facilities needed, the number of participants, and the names of the members with 
Level 3 safety training who will be the Range Officers for the event. The ratio of participants to RO’s must 
never exceed 5:1. If the proposed event meets the criteria for RO’s, and the event activities adhere to all other 
SWGC rules, and applicable laws, and the event does not conflict with other activities on club property, the 
event will be approved by the board. All participants in the Special Event are required to sign a Waiver of 
Liability absolving SWGC and SWLD from any and all liability associated with the Special Event.  

 
4. PENALTIES 
 

We are a self-policing organization, and it is the responsibility of every member to ensure that fellow members adhere 
to all safety rules and other regulations. Serious infractions must be reported to a board member, and the board will 
assess penalties ranging from formal reprimands to temporary suspension of range privileges, or even expulsion from 
the club for serious infractions. See Appendix B.  

 
 



 
 
 
 
5. UNIVERSAL SAFETY PRACTICES 
 

5.1  A firearm must be intentionally discharged only in a safe direction such that the projectile's impact occurs in 
a pre-designated location that is specifically designed to safely dissipate all of the projectile's energy. 

 
5.2  A firearm must be considered loaded unless it is sufficiently disassembled to preclude the possibility of 

firing. 
 
5.3  Only a firearm that is in safe working order and properly maintained shall be discharged. The condition of a 

firearm must be assessed prior to its initial loading.  
 
5.4  Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction; a firearm must not be handled if the muzzle is pointed in 

the direction of any person.  
 
5.5  Do not, by action or inaction, create a hazardous or unexpected condition that might result in harm to anyone. 
 
5.6  Some of the following safety rules require effective communication among all shooters for those times when 

a formal Match Director is not in control of a range. The Suggested Range Commands should be read and 
understood before reading the following safety rules. Also these rules require a shooter to know how to make 
a firearm safe. A firearm is made safe by performing the following actions:  

 
5.6.1  Remove the clip or magazine, if present.  
 
5.6.2  Unload the firearm. 
 
5.6.3  Open the bolt, breech block, loading gate or revolver cylinder or lock the slide open. 

                                            The use of an Open-Bolt or Empty-Chamber Indicator is encouraged and may be mandatory  
                                             for some matches. 
                             5.6.4  Engage the firearm's safety, if present and possible. 

 
5.6.5  Place the firearm on the ground or bench with a sufficient amount of support to ensure it will not be 

easily upset. 
 
5.7  Vehicles should be parked only in designated areas. Please do not park on range roads. Vehicles should not 

be driven onto the ranges except under the direction of the Range Officer or a Match Director who  is placing 
or removing props and supplies during a scheduled event.  

 
6. GENERAL SAFETY RULES – ALL RANGES 
 

6.1  It is the responsibility of every member to follow all Sir Walter Gun Club Safety Rules and to ensure that 
everyone else, members’ guests or other club members, follow all safety rules. 

 
If any member observes a violation of any safety rule, that member must immediately bring it to the 
attention of the person who committed the unsafe act so that further violations can be avoided. Most 
violations can be handled by simple reminders. However, if the violation is serious enough or if it occurs 
again, a member of the Board must be notified as soon as possible. The Board cannot act on anonymous 
reports. The Board is the sole arbiter of all malfeasance on the club property.  

 
6.2  A Match Director may establish specific safety rules that are in effect only for the duration of matches, 

exhibitions or other shooting events. These specific safety rules do not have to be published or posted and 
may be delivered verbally to an assembly of competitors.  

 
6.3  Unless the Club is open to the public, all guests and prospective members must be escorted by a member. 
 

It is required that all members and prospective members wear or display their membership badges at all  
times while on club property. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
6.4  The front gate must remain closed and locked unless the Club is open to the public. Do not allow another   

person to enter the property until you confirm that they are a club member.  
 
6.5  Each member escorting a guest is responsible for instructing the guest on all safety rules and range 

commands. 
 
6.6  Minors (less than age 18) must be accompanied at all times by an adult member. The adult member must 

remain on the same range as the minor while the minor is in possession of any and all firearms. Minors less 
than 16 years of age must be accompanied by an adult at all times while using the archery range.  

 
6.7  The consumption of alcoholic beverages on club property is prohibited. No one is permitted to shoot or 

handle any firearm on the property while under the influence of alcohol or any other substance that might 
impair the individual’s judgment. 

                             It is recommended that no one consume any alcohol 8 hours before shooting or handling firearms. 
 
6.8  Members may carry a loaded holstered sidearm. A Match Director, at his discretion, may temporarily 

suspend the carrying of loaded holstered firearms on a range that is reserved for a match or special event.  
 
6.9  Members and guests may carry concealed firearms provided they are licensed to do so by the State of North 

Carolina. A Match Director, at his discretion, may temporarily suspend the carrying of concealed firearms on 
a range that is reserved for a match or special event.  

 
6.10  Care must be taken when displaying or handling firearms anywhere on Club property. The firearm handler 

must make the firearm safe before allowing it to be handled or inspected by anyone else. 
 
6.11 Each member must ensure that all of his/her firearms, as well as those of any guest(s), are in a safe working 

order and that there are no barrel obstructions before attempting to discharge the firearms.  
 
6.12  With the exception of holstered or legally concealed firearms, all firearms must be unloaded and made safe 

before they are removed from a vehicle, or removed from the firing line.  

It is suggested that prior to arriving at the range, shooters verify whether or not their firearms are 
loaded and arrive with unloaded firearms already made safe. 

 
6.13  Firearms must not be handled on the firing line whenever THE RANGE IS CLEAR (COLD). Firearms must 

be brought to or removed from the line in a safe condition. Uncased firearms must be moved to or from the 
line only if the range is hot. It is the member’s responsibility to determine whether the range is hot before 
moving firearms to/from the firing line.  
 
Consideration should be given to the shooters down range changing targets. From their perspective they 
may be unable to distinguish between a firearm in a safe condition being moved to the line, and the unsafe 
handling of a firearm. 

 
6.14  The muzzle must always be pointed in a safe direction and NEVER at a person. 
 
6.15 It is required that appropriate eye and ear protection be worn by all persons while on any of the shooting 

ranges. 
Eye and ear protection may be removed whenever THE RANGE IS CLEAR (COLD). 

 
6.16  Immediately obey all range commands. (See Appendix A - Suggested Range Commands). 
 
6.17  It is the responsibility of anyone who encounters or observes a potentially unsafe condition or action to 

immediately give the command: CEASE FIRE.  
 
6.18  Before declaring THE RANGE IS CLEAR (COLD), all firearms must be made safe.  
 
6.19  Ensure all ammunition is of adequate quality and is appropriate for the specific firearm.  
 



 
 
 
 
6.20  The use of tracer or incendiary ammunition is prohibited as are any exploding projectiles, flares, smoke 

bombs or other explosive devices. 
 

               6.21  Ensure all live ammunition is removed from the range when finished shooting.  
 

               6.22  Fingers should be held away from the trigger while mounting or raising the firearm into position.  
                            
                             Caution must be used to ensure that an accidental discharge does not occur. 

 
6.23  If a misfire occurs, the shooter must keep the muzzle aimed at the target and wait a minimum of 30 seconds 

before removing the round.  
 

Hang fires have been known to occur several seconds after the primer has been struck. This rule also 
applies to firearms with alternative methods of ignition such as caplocks, flintlocks, wheellocks, 
matchlocks, etc. 

 
6.24  Each shooter must ensure that all fired rounds impact the berm. Since the Skeet and Trap Ranges have no 

berms, each shooter must ensure that all rounds are fired into the designated fall zones.  
 
6.25  Each shooter must ensure that all projectiles impact the berm without first striking the range floor.   
 

A skipped round may travel over the berm. 
 
6.26  The side berms or the outside of a berm must never be used as a backstop.  
 
6.27  The shooter must be positioned as close as possible to the firing line with the muzzle of the firearm 

projecting beyond the firing line in order to minimize the muzzle blast to other shooters.  
 
6.28  Hip shooting and fast draw shooting are prohibited when standing at distances greater than 15 yards from the 

berm. 
 
6.29  Metal swing or flip over silhouette targets must be placed at the base of the berm. The weight of the target 

must be appropriate for the caliber and velocity of the ammunition.  
 

A target that is too massive and unyielding can deflect rounds over the berm. 
 
6.30  The use of glass targets is prohibited.  
 
6.31  Percussion and flintlock firearms must be capped or primed only on the firing line just prior to discharging. 
 
6.32  Muzzle loading firearms must be charged from an appropriate powder measure and not directly from the 

powder can, or container. 
 
6.33  Smoking is prohibited when handling gunpowder or if open containers of gunpowder are present. 
 
6.34  Special safety rules for gun shows and similar exhibitions will be provided with the gun show notice and 

posted at the door or in a conspicuous place at the show. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
7. HOURS OF RANGE OPERATION 
 
                All Ranges Open: 
 

      Monday – Saturday                           0800 
 
      Sunday                                               0900 

 
                All Ranges Close: 
 

     January                                                1730 EST 

     February                                              1800 EST 

     March                                                  1830 EST or 1930 DST 

                   April                                                     2000 DST 

                   May                                                      2015 DST 

                   June                                                      2030 DST 

                   July                                                       2030 DST 

                   August                                                  2000 DST 

                   September                                             1930 DST 

                   October                                                 1845DST 

                   November                                             1800DST or 1700 EST 

                   December                                              1700 EST 

                        EST: Eastern Standard Time 

                       DST: Daylight Savings Time 
 

 
8. GENERAL STEEL TARGETS RULES 
 

8.1  Only the steel targets located in the range target sheds are available for general club use.  
 
8.2  Steel targets must never be set closer than 10 yards from the shooter, except for club sanctioned matches 

only. 
 
8.3  All steel targets must be placed at the base of the berm, and within any designated target zone.  
 
8.4  Steel pepper poppers must be adjusted to fall when hit by a round. 
 

Damage to the steel may result if the target is unable to fall, rendering it unfit for use. 
 
8.5  Only traditional handgun caliber ammunition may be used to shoot club owned steel targets. The velocity and 

weight of the projectile must be appropriate. The maximum muzzle velocity for projectiles used on steel must 
not exceed 1600 fps in order to prevent damage to the steel targets.  

 
Modern center fire rifles must never be used to shoot club owned steel targets. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
9. RANGE 1 - PRACTICE RANGE SAFETY RULES 
 

9.1  Universal Safety Practices, General Safety Rules apply. Steel Targets Rules apply to bays 1A, 1C, and 1D 
only. 

 
9.2  Except for maintenance purposes or for match setup/breakdown, driving and parking within the area enclosed 

by the fence is prohibited. A parking area is provided outside the fenced area. 
 
9.3      Only handguns or rifles in which traditional handgun ammunition is used may be fired in any of the four 

shooting bays of Range 1. The .22 long rifle rimfire cartridge is considered a traditional handgun cartridge. 
                Handguns or rifles using center fire rifle cartridges are prohibited.   Shotguns may be fired in bays 1B, 1C, 

and 1D only. 
 
9.4  All targets must be stationary and positioned so that all projectiles passing through or around the target 

impact a berm. All targets must be placed so that projectiles do not impact concrete walls. 
 

Since there are four independent shooting bays on Range 1, it is important to notice shooters using the 
other bays. Following these safety rules will allow safe shooting on all four bays simultaneously. 
 

9.5  SHOOTING BAY 1A: This bay is reserved for the use of the plate rack only, except under the discretion of a 
match director. No other targets may be used on this range. Only handguns with a velocity of 1600fps or less, 
or rifles firing .22 long rifle cartridges only  may be used in this bay. Shooters must stand in the area defined 
by the rectangle PVC box on the ground.  

 
9.6  SHOOTING BAY 1B: Except during SWGC conducted matches, only paper targets may be used in shooting 

bay 1B. All targets must be placed in the fixed target stand bases located within the “target zones” as defined 
by the parallel red lines on the concrete walls. Target stands must be constructed of wood with corrugated 
paper targets or with paper targets mounted upon corrugated paper or plastic target backers (located in the 
target shed on Range 1). Shooting may only be conducted in the areas between the target zones and the 
boundaries defined by the blue lines on the concrete walls and range floors.  

 
9.7  SHOOTING BAYS 1C and 1D: The use of steel targets is permitted within shooting bays 1C and 1D, 

provided they are at least fifteen feet away from the concrete barrier walls and provided they are located 
within the target zones defined by the two red lines on the concrete wall and the range floors (See Steel 
Targets Rules). Paper targets must be mounted upon cardboard or corrugated plastic backers that are stapled 
to wooden legs (lathing strips found in the members’ storage area on Range 1) and placed in the individual 
target stand bases stored on Range 1. All targets must be located between the two red “target zone” lines 
marked on the concrete barrier wall and the range floors.  

 
While the Practice Range is intended to allow practice for various disciplines, including (but not limited 
to) Cowboy Action, IDPA, and IPSC style shooting, it is still important for each shooter to select and 
locate targets such that all rounds fired are directed into the berm. 

 
9.8  The shooter, when engaging targets, must always be between the blue line (marked on the ground and on the 

concrete barrier walls) and the target zone.  
 
9.9  The shooting of aerial targets is prohibited.  
 
9.10  Full automatic firearms using handgun-caliber ammunition only (submachine guns and machine pistols) are 

permitted to be used in shooting bays 1C and 1D, with the following additional restrictions: All targets to be 
fired upon in the full automatic mode must be placed immediately in front of the back berm (the berm 
intersected by the concrete wall between bays 1C and 1D). The side berms (those parallel to the concrete wall 
between bays 1C and 1D) are not permitted to be used as impact berms.  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
10. RANGE 2 – PLINKING RANGE SAFETY RULES 
 

10.1  Universal Safety Practices, General Safety Rules, and Steel Target Rules apply.  
 
10.2  Targets must be placed only at the base of the berm. 
 

It is required that every shooter select and locate targets so that all rounds fired are directed into the berm. 
 
10.3  The shooting of aerial targets is prohibited. 
 
10.4     Tables and other downrange equipment must never be used for target placement. They are for shooters 

equipment when shooting downrange. 
 
10.5  Full automatic firearms may only be used in the full automatic mode at distances not to exceed 15 yards from 

the berm, unless supported by a bipod or tripod.  
 
 
 
 
11. RANGE 3 – PISTOL RANGE SAFETY RULES 
 

11.1  Universal Safety Practices, General Safety Rules apply. 
 
11.2  All firing at the pistol range is restricted to handguns and 22 caliber rimfire rifles. 
 
11.3  Shoot only in a standing or bench rest position from the covered firing line. 
 
11.4  Only the fixed target stands may be used. When shooting targets at the 25 yard fixed position, be sure the 

corresponding 50 yard target stands are laid down. 
 
11.5  The shooting of aerial targets is prohibited. 
 
11.6  Full automatic handguns must be fired only in the semi-automatic mode, with the selector switch in the semi-

automatic position. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
12. RANGE 4 – 100 YARD RIFLE RANGE SAFETY RULES 
 

12.1  Universal Safety Practices, General Safety Rules, Steel Target Rules apply. 
 
12.2  Shoot only from the covered firing line. 
 
12.3  Care should be taken when mounting the targets so that bullets do not impact target frames. 
 

The following rules specify the types of target frames that may be used at various shooting distances and 
shooting positions. It is imperative that these rules be followed in order to prevent rounds from skipping 
over or being fired over the berm. Never shoot at a portion of a target that is not within the designated 
mounting surface of a particular target frame. 

 
12.4  There are only three types of target frames approved for use on the 100 yard Rifle Range. See Appendix C.  
 
        12.4.1     The standard (or highpower) frame stands about 6 feet tall and has a 24x24 inch square surface for    
                        attaching targets. Standard target frames may be used with a variety of paper targets when shooting any    
                        type of firearm approved for use on the Rifle Range.  
 
        12.4.2      The smallbore target frame stands about 5 feet tall and has a 14 inch wide surface for attaching  targets.    
                        Only 22 caliber (or smaller) rimfire firearms may be used with the smallbore target frame.  
 
        12.4.3      Portable target frames are designed to use a variety of targets. The portable target frame consists of a                        
                        base that accepts two upright wooden 1x2 inch stakes. Paper targets are stapled or clipped to the stakes. 
 
12.5  Targets mounted on standard or smallbore frames may be shot from any position (standing, prone, etc.) when 

located 50 yards to 100 yards relative to the firing line.  
 
12.6  Targets mounted on standard target frames may only be shot from a bench rest position when located from 

50 feet to less than 50 yards relative to the firing line. 
 

Because of the angle involved, shooting from a standing position may result in a round being skipped over 
the berm. Similarly, shooting from a prone position may result in a round traveling over the berm. 

 
12.7  Targets located 50 feet relative to the firing line may be shot from any position using only .22 caliber (or 

smaller) rimfire rifles, but targets must be mounted on smallbore target frames so that the bullet impacts the 
berm.  

 
Smallbore target frames are shorter than a standard rifle frame. This reduces the shooting angle and 
permits the bullet to properly impact the berm. 

 
12.8  Targets mounted on portable target frames must not exceed a height of 6 feet and must only be placed at the 

base of the berm. 
 

Because portable target frames can be used with a variety of targets that may be mounted at any desired 
height, care must always be taken to ensure that no rounds skip over or are fired over the berm. 

 
12.9  Unframed targets may be used only if placed directly at the base of the berm.  
 
12.10  The shooting of aerial targets is prohibited.  
 
12.11  Firearms other than rifles may be used on the rifle range provided the projectiles properly impact the berm. 
 

It is preferred that handguns be fired only from the bench rest position.  
 
12.12  Full automatic firearms must only be fired in the semi-automatic mode, with the selector switch in the semi-

automatic position.  



 

 

13. RANGE 5 – SMALLBORE RIFLE RANGE SAFETY RULES 
 

13.1  Universal Safety Practices, General Safety Rules, Steel Target Rules apply.  
 
13.2  Shoot only from the covered firing line.  
 
13.3  Care should be taken when mounting the targets so that bullets do not impact target frames.  
 

The following rules specify the types of target frames that may be used and permitted placement of the 
target frames. It is imperative that these rules be followed in order to prevent rounds from skipping over or 
being fired over the berm. Never shoot at a portion of the target that is not within the designated mounting 
surface of a particular target frame.  
 

13.4  There are only two types of target frames approved for use on the Smallbore Rifle Range.  
 
        13.4.1       The smallbore target frame stands about 5 feet tall and has a 14 inch wide surface for attaching targets. 
 
        13.4.2       The portable target frame consists of a base that accepts two upright 1x2 stakes. Paper targets are    
                          clipped or stapled to cardboard or the wooden stakes so that all rounds impact the berm.  
 
13.5  All targets must be stationary and positioned so that all projectiles passing through or around the target 

impact a berm. All targets must be placed so that projectiles do not impact concrete walls. 
 
13.6  All firing at Range 5 is restricted to .22 caliber (or smaller) rimfire firearms.  
 
13.7  The shooting of aerial targets is prohibited.  
 
13.8  No full automatic firearms are permitted on the Smallbore Rifle Range.  
 
13.9  Position shooting is encouraged at this range. Caution is urged and strict adherence to target position is 

required to ensure all rounds impact the berm. Target location must be such that rounds do not strike the 
metal pipe in front of the concrete wall or the concrete wall.  

 
Because of the angle involved, shooting from a standing position may result in a round being skipped over 
the berm. Similarly, shooting from a prone position may result in a round traveling over the berm. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
14. SKEET AND TRAP RANGE SAFETY RULES 
 

14.1  Universal Safety Practices and General Safety Rules apply. 
 
14.2  Shooting is restricted to shotguns. 
 
14.3  Shot size is restricted to Number 6 or smaller. 
 
14.4  The use of slugs and buckshot is prohibited. (Slugs may be fired on Range1-B, C & D; Range 2 & Range 4.      
               Buckshot may be fired on Range 1 - B, C, & D, and Range 2) 
 
14.5  Shot size is restricted to Number 6 or smaller when using the Patterning Board. (6, 7, 7 ½, 8, 9) 
 
14.6  When not on a shooting station, the shotgun must be carried with the breech open and in a safe manner.  
 
14.7  No shotgun may be loaded until the shooter is at the shooting station. Loading is defined as putting a shell 

into any part of the shotgun.  
 

               14.8  If a delay in the release of the targets occurs when the shooter is on station and ready, the shotgun must be  
                             opened and all shells removed.  

 
14.9  The loading of more than two shells in a shotgun is prohibited.   
 
14.10  Full Automatic firearms are not permitted on these ranges. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          Adopted by the Board of Directors, December 26, 1996 
Amended November 18, 1999 
Amended February 25, 2000 

Amended May 25, 2000 
Amended September 28, 2000 

Amended, approved and adopted by the Board of Directors, December 7, 2000 
Amended, Approved and adopted by the Board of Directors, April 25, 2005 

Amended, Approved and adopted by the Board of Directors, January 28, 2008 
Amended, Approved and adopted by the Board of Directors, March 3, 2010 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 

APPENDIX A – SUGGESTED RANGE COMMANDS 
 

The following range commands are suggested for times when a designated Range Officer is not present. It is 
everyone’s responsibility to ensure that adequate range commands are given, understood and obeyed. 
 
1.  No firearms may be handled, charged or discharged whenever THE RANGE IS CLEAR or THE RANGE 

IS COLD.  
2.  People may walk forward of the firing line only when THE RANGE IS CLEAR or THE RANGE IS 

COLD. 
 
3.  Prior to handling, charging or discharging a firearm, someone will ask everyone present in a clear and 

distinctive manner, IS THE LINE READY?  
 
4.  It is the responsibility of everyone present to signal their readiness or lack of readiness by responding, YES, 

READY, NO or NOT READY. A clear verbal reply is more effective than a hand signal or head nod.  
 
5.  Only after everyone present has signaled their readiness, the person that originally asked, IS THE LINE 

READY?, will give the command, THE LINE IS READY — COMMENCE FIRE or THE RANGE IS 
HOT. 

 
6.  Firing may continue until someone gives the command CEASE FIRE…  
 
7.  Upon hearing the command CEASE FIRE, everyone will immediately cease firing, make their firearms safe, 

and make their firearms visible to all shooters to allow verification that the line is safe.  
 

A firearm is made safe by performing the following actions: 
 

i.  Remove the clip or magazine, if present. 
ii.  Unload the firearm. 
iii.  Open the bolt, breech block or revolver cylinder. 
iv.  Engage the firearm’s safety, if present and possible. 
v.  Place the firearm on the ground or bench with a sufficient amount of support to ensure that 

it will not be easily upset. 
 

The use of an Open- Bolt or Empty-Chamber Indicator is encouraged and may be mandatory for 
some matches. 

 
The firing line is considered safe when all firearms have been made safe. 

 
8.  When the line has been verified as being safe, the person who originally issued the command to CEASE 

FIRE shall give the command, THE RANGE IS CLEAR or THE RANGE IS COLD.  
 
9.  It is the responsibility of anyone who encounters or observes a potentially unsafe condition to immediately 

give the command, CEASE FIRE.  
 
10.  No firearms may be handled, charged or discharged when THE RANGE IS CLEAR or THE RANGE IS 

COLD.  
 
11.  Firing may continue when Steps 3 through 5 [inclusive] have been repeated.  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX B – CONSEQUENCES OF SAFETY RULE VIOLATIONS 
 
  Level One 
 

             Potential:  Violations in this category are the most severe and have a high probability for the 
                                                          loss of  life or serious injury. 

 
      Consequence:  The member that committed the violation may be expelled from the Club or have their       
                                            membership privileges revoked for a period of time to be determined by the Board         
                                            of Directors. 
 
If the violation was made by a guest that was properly instructed on the Club safety rules, that guest will never again 
be allowed to shoot at the Club.  No action will be taken against the member responsible for escorting the guest. 
 
If the violation was made by a guest that was not properly instructed on the Club safety rules, that guest will never 
again be allowed to shoot at the Club. The member responsible for escorting the guest may be expelled from the Club 
or have their membership privileges revoked for a period of time to be determined by the Board of Directors.  

 
  Level Two 
 

              Potential:  Violations in this category have a medium probability for the loss of life or serious injury. 
 
       Consequence:  The member that committed the violation will be summoned to discuss the violation with a    
                                            designated member of the Board of Directors.  
 
If the violation was made by a guest that was properly instructed on the Club safety rules, that guest will never again 
be allowed to shoot at the Club. No action will be taken against the member responsible for escorting the guest.  
 
If the violation was made by a guest that was not properly instructed on the Club safety rules, that guest will be 
allowed to shoot at the Club provided they receive proper instruction on all safety rules and range commands. The 
member responsible for escorting the guest must discuss the violation with a designated member of the Board of 
Directors. 

 
  Level Three 
 

              Potential:  Violations in this category are the least severe and have a low probability for the loss of life   
                                            or serious injury. 
 
        Consequence:  The person [member or guest] that committed the violation must be reminded of the safety   
                                            rules by those present. No action is required by the Board.  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

APPENDIX C – TARGET FRAMES 
 

24” Target Stand 14” Smallbore Stand Portable Target Stand 
   
   24 inches square x 6 feet tall,  

Fixed positions 

 
14 inches x 30 inches x 5 feet tall, 

Fixed positions 

 
20 inches wide x 5 feet tall, 

Portable target bases 

Ranges 4 & 5 Ranges 4 & 5 Ranges 1C, 1D, 2 and 5 
  
   
 
  
  
 
      
 
   
       
 
       
     
 

 
 

 
  
 
 

Fixed Target Stands - Range 1 B 
 

Fixed Position – Portable Target Configuration (20”x5’) 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

APPENDIX D – RANGE USE MATRIX 
 

R
a
n
g
e

Handguns     
W/ Pistol     
Ammo        

Allowed?

Handguns            
W/Modern           

Centerfire Rifle       
Ammo Allowed?

Rifles W/ Pistol   
Ammo           

Allowed?

Rifles Any     
Ammo        

Allowed?

Shotguns         
W/Stationary     

Targets      
Allowed?

1A Yes No Yes6 No No

1B Yes No Yes No Yes

1C Yes No Yes No Yes

1D Yes No Yes No Yes

2 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

3 Yes Yes No⁵ No⁵ No

4 Yes Yes Yes Yes No⁴

5 Yes² No Yes² No No

Skeet No No No No No
 

  

Allowed?
Semi‐Auto Mode    

Only?
Restricted to     
Pistol Ammo?

1A Plate Rack No No No No

1B No Yes No No No

1C Yes1,3 No No Yes Yes No Yes

1D Yes1,3 No No Yes Yes No Yes

2 Yes3 No No Yes3 Yes No No

3 No Yes No No Yes Yes Yes

4 Yes3 No No Yes Yes Yes No

5 Yes3 No No Yes No

Skeet No No Clay No No

R
a
n
g
e

Steel        
Targets      
Allowed?

Paper        
Only?

Portable         
Target Frames    

Allowed?

Full Automatic Firearms
Aerial        
Targets       
Allowed?

 
 
 
       1   At least 15 feet from concrete walls 
 
      2 .22 cal. or smaller rimfire only 
 
        3   At base of berm 
 
      4   Except slugs 
 
       5 .22 cal. rimfire only 
 
       6 .22 cal. long rifle cartridge only 

 


